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INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM NO. 1562 , ‘
SUBJECTs Significance of the Trisste Commmal Elections

The fact that the Triestc issuc between the USSR and the West
has not been resolved mekes the Trisste Commmel elections, scheduled
for mid~June inthe US-UK Zone; of some internntionel significance.
The purpose of the elections is to £111 the seats of the Zone's six
counalls of looal government with elected, rather than appointed,
officials. At present, the Iialian leaders of Trieste domlnate local
affaira in the Allied Zone by virtue of the Mlitary Govermmentls
appointive system. The elections will replace the docile inoumbents
with more cepable representatives, some of whom will represent the
extrene right and lef't, Participation in the loecal administration
of enti-Commnist Slovenss, Cominfornm Communists and possibly proe

- Tito Commnlsts will inevitabiy create new problems for the Zoral

authorities.

It is generally estimated that, with & vigorous pre-slection
campaign, the Italian perties should win at least 75 percent of the
seats. Failure to do s would have an adverse affect, not only on
local Italian politlicel lesders, tut also on the Weaternesupported
Italian claim to Trieste, In line with the 1948 proposal of the
Western Powers to return the Free Territory of Trieste to Italy,
AMG hes ettempted to btring the US-UR Zone as close to the Italian
economic and political patter:: as possible without violating the
Italian Peace Treaty. loreover, in its administration, AMG hes re~
lied heavily on non-Comemmist Italian organizations, and has worked
to strengthen these organizations aganinst the Commmists,

A total of twelve parties with some 575 cendidates will contest
the sixty Council seats, This mmltiplieity of political alignments

"~ 1s the reasult of Triestels inherited Slaw-Italian racial antagonisn,

the Tito-Cominform controversy and the petty character of Trieste's

. politiciana, The parties coniesting the election can be grouped

roughly under three heads: (1) Commmist {ineluding pro-Cominform
and pro-Tito factiona), (2) independent, ard (3) pro-Italian. Of
Trieste's two Communist partics, the pro-Cominform group oonstitutea
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the only formidalle opposltion to the Itelians., After the split with

the pro-Tito faction, the Trieste Cominformists tightemed thelr ranks,
strengthened their leadership,and hegan a vigorous pre-electoral campalgn.
The officisl Soviet position In favor of an independent Trieste has

- prevented the Cominformists from appealing to Italien petriotiem,

Recently, however, they have attempted with some succcss to create the
impression thet the USSR ie mou agrosable io the veturn of Trieste to
Italy. The geographical distribution cf the Commmmes will probably
help the Cominformiste, whese strength 1s in the suburbs, In eddition,
there is a danger that the dispersion of the Italian vote among aix
perties wlll give the Cominform group e disproportionate mumber of
setts.

The parties advocating an indspendent Trieste are not expeéted
to gain any significnnt represcntation, although certain segments of

the gopulation are satisfied with the present semi~independent status of
the

erritory. Among them, the Slovene Demoeraiic Union, appesling to

‘anti-commiat Slovenes, is expocted to make the best showing.

Desplte considerable rressure on Trieste's Itallan parties to
form & single slate, the schers has not been adopted. Triestel!s Italian
politiciang, who were unable fio setile their differences, have contended
that the competition of various parties wovld clarify issues, generate
interest, and ring out a larger voie for Ttalien candidates. The welle
orgenizged Italien Christian Demoeratic Farty, aided by Catholie Action, -
is rallying effective support, and the Soeinliats are gradually in-
oreasing their strength, The recent show of strength by the neo fescist
Movimento Sociele Italiamo (ISI) party, however, may reduce the totel
vote of thesse moderate parties. ,

The overuhelmingly Italien cheracter of Trieste's population
agsures at least a majority fur the Italimn parties, but leck of
politicel experience and acumen may prevent the Itelisns from getting
8 vote proportionate to the size of Triesto’s Iiaiian population, If
the Italian nationelists win less than 75 percent of the seats, the
Cominform will interpret and exploi’ the elcetion as a Commniat vietory.

Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000500230001-7



